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What began as a tropical depression inmanyways has
prompted a psychological depression of sorts in many
people.

Hurricane Sandy proved to be one of the most de-
structive storms to hit New Jersey, and not only tore
thousands of enormous trees from the earth but also un-
settled millions of residents both physically and psycho-
logically.

Washington Township was hit hard, and as of Thurs-
day, 11 days after the storm hit, 2,500 homes in the town-
ship still were dark. Despite the hardships related to loss
of light, heat and running water, the isolation has proved
to be a big challenge for many residents.

Prior to the storm, Eileen Kelly of Maple Lane knew
shewould lose power, and she preparedwith candles and
flashlights. What she wasn’t prepared for was the sense
of isolation that would hit and pull her into what she de-
scribed as a “funk.”

“Before the storm hit, I think I romanticized what it
would be like to live by candlelight for a day or two, but
then as the days wore on, I foundmyself feeling sad. The
isolation was really getting to me,” she said.

Kelly was one of the lucky ones. Her home is connect-
ed to the samepower grid that lights themunicipal build-
ing, and she had her power restoredwithin six days. Still,
she admits she continues to suffer from a sort of post-
traumatic stress disorder that she attributes to Sandy.

“I’ve been in survivormode for days now,” Kelly said.
“Even thoughmy power has been restored, I’m so afraid
itwill go out again and I’ll beback in thedark that I keepa
duffle bag full of emergency supplies next to the front
door.”

She said she is also keeping a can of gasoline at the
ready, along with food, pet supplies and important docu-
ments so that if she had to, she could evacuate her home
at a moment’s notice.

On the other side of Schooley’sMountain, Jody Lovas,
a resident of Pleasant Grove Road was still without pow-
er11days after the storm. She found the bestway to cope

was to get out of the house andbewith other people
in the neighborhood andwith her familymembers.

“I haven’t minded not having heat and water
thatmuch. I can dealwith that. But itwas not being
able to usemy cellphone— not having any contact

ISOLATION TOUGHEST
FOR THE POWERLESS

Next to a generator that provided power to the Nitzsche home in Washington Township are Dana Nitzsche and Jody Lovas, who
reached out to one another and friends and family to cope with the feeling of isolation. MARYLYNN SCHIAVI/SPECIAL TO THE DAILY RECORD

As the days dragged on, coping got harder

Detective Keith Hudson directs traffic down
Pine Street in Morristown, where cars were lining
up early on Nov. 4 for gas, many of them to fill cans
to fuel generators, at the Morristown Exxon.
BOB KARP/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

IN THE
DARK
In Washington
Township, Eileen
Kelly lost power
for six days.

Jody Lovas waited
11 days for her
power to come
back on.

She spent a great
deal of time at
the home of her
friend, Dana
Nitzsche, who had
no power for 10
days.

At the Church of
the Messiah, the
Rev. Margaret
Otterburn said
power was out for
seven days, but
once it was back
on, the church
opened its doors
for people to use
its Wi-Fi and to
take showers.

ByMaryLynn Schiavi :: Special to the Daily Record

See COPING, Page A2

With trees and wires down on nearly
every street inMorris County, the full ef-
fects of superstorm Sandy are still un-
fathomable for most area residents.

Indeed, the taxonomy of the storm is a
work in progress with no real end date.

Insured property losses in New Jer-
sey, for example, have been estimated at
$10 billion to $20 billion, but as Robert
Hartwig, president of the Insurance In-
formation Institute, observed, “Quite lit-
erally, the losses are ongoing.”

We know power went out for, well,
pretty much everybody. And we know
that people in South Jerseywere ordered
to evacuate. But howmany?

Weknow that thewindwas strong, but
how strong? Lots of rain fell, but how
much?

In an effort to answer those questions
and others, the Daily Record has com-
piled a list aimed at trying to put Sandy
into some sort of digestible perspective
through numbers. The list was accumu-
lated through interviews with local and

Numbers
show toll
of Sandy’s
destruction
By Dustin Racioppi
@dracioppi

Troy Tuttle of the Morristown Shade Tree
Department uses a chain saw to cut up a
100-year-old silver maple that fell onto a
house on Wetmore Avenue during heavy
winds from Sandy. Jersey Central Power
& Light has cut and removed more than
35,000 trees since the storm.
BOB KARP/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Watoto Children’s Choir

TheWatotoChildren’sChoir, traveling
from Africa, will bring original African
music and dance routines to Hope Pres-
byterian Church, 658 Millbrook Ave. in
Randolph at 7 p.m. Tuesday. The perfor-
mance is free and open to the public. The
choiractsasWatotoambassadors toraise
awareness about the plight of the or-
phaned children of Africa. Information:
973- 895-9991.

Teddy Bear Picnic in Madison

TheMuseumofEarlyTrades&Crafts,
9 Main St. in Madison, on Wednesday in-
vitesyoungsters tobringtheir teddybear
to honor National Teddy Bear Day. Mu-
seum staff will read teddy bear stories
and leadyoungsters in a teddybear craft.
The program, from 4 to 5 p.m., is appro-
priate for children 2 to 6 years old. Ad-
vance registration is recommended. In-
formation: www.metc.org or 973-377-
2982, ext. 12.

Author’s historical journey

TheMorristown andMorris Township
Library at 7 p.m. Thursday hosts author
Robert Sullivan, who will recount his
journey investigating the true history of
the crossing of the Delaware River, its
down-home re-enactment each year for
thepasthalf-century, andevacuating ille-
gally from Brooklyn to Manhattan by
handmade boat. Sullivan’s book, “My
AmericanRevolution: Crossing theDela-
ware and I-78,” will be available for pur-
chase at the library,1MillerRoad inMor-
ristown. Information: 973-538-6161 or
www.jfpl.org.
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GIANTS PLAY SLOPPY GAME AND LOSE
TO BENGALS 31-13


